ASSUMPTION ANTIPOLO VISIT TO MAPUA-MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
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On March 19, 2009, students from Assumption Antipolo, an exclusive school for girls, visited Mapua Institute of Technology School of Mechanical Engineering. Together with their faculty adviser, they visited technical institutes like University of the Philippine’s Electrical and Electronics Engineering Institute in order to explore different engineering fields and practices. The group’s visit to Mapua included a video presentation of the different degree programs of the Institute facilitated by the Admissions Office. American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) student branch president Jericho Paolo O. Rivera presented ASME’s project “Introduce a Girl to ME” and the history of the School of Mechanical Engineering, its famous graduates and the new curriculum. 
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After the presentations in the seminar room, the visiting students were given a tour of the Mechanical Engineering laboratories and facilities, together with a demonstration of the lab equipment facilitated by Engr. Graciano Emmanuelito E. Dela Cruz III. The last part of their tour was a visit to the Cummins Technical Training Centre. 
ADOPT A SCHOOL PROGRAM : CAMARINES SUR POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE, NABUA, CAMARINES SUR
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In November 2008,  Dean Manuel Belino, together with Mapua Mechanical Engineering faculty members Engr. Ferdinand Galera, Engr. Mark Balberona and Engr. Gracianno Dela Cruz III, ASME president Mark Ke, and Student Council president Jericho Rivera visited Camarines Sur Polytechnic College in Nabua, Camarines Sur for their “Adopt-a-School-Program”. Part of the program was the presentation of the student activities of the different professional organizations of the School of Mechanical Engineering. A student dialogue with the student leaders of the school also took place. 
During the second day of the visit, the group went on a tour of the famous Lake Buhi, , wherein they travelled across the lake to visit the waterfalls for a survey for a possible micro-hydro project on the site. 
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INTRODUCE A GIRL TO ME: MAPUA SUMMER EXPERIENCE
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As part of ASME’s project “Introduce a Girl to ME”, student leaders of the School of Mechanical Engineering gave out pins and brochures to the female junior high school students during Mapua’s Summer Experience 2009. This project gave incoming 4th year high school students the opportunity to experience college life for at least one week, with a number of seminars regarding robotics engineering, architecture, physics and different engineering sciences. 
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During the closing ceremony of the week-long program, students from the School of Mechanical Engineering gave a brief description of the Mechanical Engineering curriculum and its broad field of practice. The brochures handed out also included pictures of the different things that mechanical engineers do. 

PRESIDENT’S LECTURE: RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
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On September 4, 2009, Dr. Reynaldo B. Vea, Mapua’s President, who is also a Mechanical Engineer and a member of the ME faculty, gave a lecture to the students of Mechanical Engineering. His lecture, which was conducted in the Seminar Room, focused on the importance of research and development in national development. He highlighted the key contributions of Filipinos, especially Mapuan engineers, to research. He also discussed the different and simple beginnings of famous inventions from the automobile to the birth of the air-conditioner.

In his lecture, Dr. Vea stressed on the importance of research and development in nation building. According to him, the country’s development lies in the hands of future engineers. He emphasized that research as a field of study is very vital in pursuing progress.
LE AVION: AIRCRAFT EXHIBIT
[image: image16.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



The School of Mechanical Engineering, together with the French Embassy in the Philippines, represented by Ms. Isabelle Eppailard launched an exhibit entitled Le Avion: Aircrafts, How Do They Fly? On August 10-14, 2009 at the AVR lobby. The exhibit showcased the different aircrafts of AIRBUS with its famous Airbus A-340 and the Airbus A-380, which is the largest passenger aircraft. A number of posters also discussed the different parts and principles of the post war aircraft and the modern jet aircraft. Video presentations were also shown to showcase the aircraft industry’s beginnings and development. The last part of the exhibit’s program was an interactive in make your own plane, wherein students created their own paper airplanes. 
The different student organizations of ME sponsored various activities in the week-long exhibit. On the first day, the Society of Manufacturing Engineers sponsored a talk by Eurocopter and the WWF. During the second, third and fourth days of the exhibit the ASHRAE student branch sponsored seminars on Turbo-machinery, IAQ inside aircraft cabins and _______. The final day was devoted to a seminar on the different scholarships and studying opportunities in France, which was presented by the academic attaché of the embassy Ms. Marie _______.
CAST AWAY: MALAYAN HIGH SCHOOL OF SCIENCE
The ASME student section lead by its president Jericho Rivera facilitated a design contest in Malayan High School of Science in Pandacan Manila. The first year students of our dean Dr. Manuel C. Belino were the participating teams on the contest. The two first year sections, Darwin and Einstein, were divided into five groups that competed in a boat design contest. The activity took about four weeks to complete. It included the orientation of the rules and contest guidelines, the boat making session, the contest proper, and finally, the announcement of the winners and special awardees. The contest was had the following criteria for judging:  (a) creativity, which was judged by their teachers, Dr. Belino, and Sir Hans Bosshard, (b) weight of the boat, (c) upright load test, (d) capsized load test and (e) drag test. 

During the third week, the contest was done at the school grounds of the Malayan High School campus. A mini pool was used as their testing ground for the student’s boats while set of weights and an electric fan were used for the upright load, capsized load, and drag tests. After the contest and score computations were completed, both groups 1 of Darwin and Einstein were declared winners as both scored a total of 81.5 points. The most creative boat award was also given to both groups 3 of the two sections. 
